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SUBJECT: MINIMUM IMPORT DEPOSITS FOR FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 

REF: A) STATE 94554 

B) EC BRUSSELS 6730, 1973 

WE SPOKE WITH FIELDING, COMMISSION DIRECTOR FOR NORTH AMERICAN 
AFFAIRS ON APRIL 25 ABOUT THE UPCOMING COUNCIL CONSIDERATION OF 
AN EC MINIMUM IMPORT PRICE SYSTEM ON FRUITS AND VEGETABLES. 

WE REMINDED HIM OF THE LONG-STANDING US OPPOSITION TO COMMUNITY 
ADOPTION OF SUCH A SYSTEM, BOTH BECAUSE OF THE EFFECTS ON OUR 
GATT RIGHTS AND ON THE VOLUME OF OUR TRADE. FIELDING 
RESPONDED THAT HE KNEW QUITE WELL THE US REASONS FOR OPPOSITION 
TO SUCH A SYSTEM SINCE HE HAD LED THE EC DELEGATION IN THE 
CONSULTATIONS THAT TOOK PLACE IN NOVEMBER 1973 
(REFTEL B). HE SAID THAT THE AUSTRALIANS HAD ALSO RAISED THIS 
SUBJECT WITH THE COMMTSSION.FTF.I .DING STATED THAT THE COMMISSION 
20ULD TAKE NOTE OF OUR COMMENTS, BUT THAT THE MATTER IS NOW IN THE 
HANDS OF THE COUNCIL. GREENWALD 
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